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HBCU Talking Points 

Caring for Our College Community  

• It’s easy to feel helpless during these times. But there are precautions we can all take to 

help keep ourselves and our campuses healthy. Get vaccinated as soon as you can. 

And until you’re fully vaccinated (2 weeks after your final dose), wear a mask when 

you’re inside public spaces and maintain at least 6 feet of distance from people who 

don’t live with you and who may not be vaccinated. 

• Our HBCU leadership is here to support students and staff emotionally, socially, and 

spiritually. Don’t hesitate to reach out to us, as well as to others you know who are alone 

or may feel isolated while attempting to avoid COVID-19.  

General Considerations  

• Our HBCU community wants to ensure that during this pandemic, we take as many 

preventive and protective measures as possible for all of us to stay healthy and to slow 

the spread of COVID-19. 

• We need to regularly communicate with state and local authorities to determine current 

policies and procedures and follow any recommendations we deem appropriate for our 

college community. 

• Because of the pandemic, we urge any member of our community to please stay home 

and, if able, limit yourself to remote learning and virtual classes if you:  

o Are feeling ill 

o Have a cough 

o Have a fever 

o Are experiencing any other symptoms of infection 

o Were exposed to someone with COVID-19 and you’re not fully vaccinated 

Conversations in the Community  

There is a world of questions around COVID-19 in our community, and it’s important to be able 

to share accurate information. Here are some talking points based on facts and insights put 

forth by CDC. 

Promote healthy practices  

• Since people can spread the virus before they know they’re sick, we’ll all stay at least 6 

feet apart when we’re allowed to enter campus buildings. 
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• We’ve taken steps to reduce the number of people congregating inside our campus 

buildings at the same time. We’ve created additional options for education and remote 

learning, including online options (fill in here what other options you have put in place for 

this). 

• We’re also increasing our cleaning procedures and are focusing on disinfecting surfaces 

in high-traffic areas for the benefit of us all. In addition, when possible, we’ll open 

windows to increase indoor air ventilation. 

• Vaccines are here and all students and staff can get them. This is no time to let down 

your guard. Stopping a pandemic requires using all the tools available to us. Getting 

vaccinated and following CDC’s recommendations offer the best protection.  

Promote remaining at least 6 feet apart  

• Please follow (provide directions specific to your students and staff) safety precautions 

and stay at least 6 feet apart from people who don’t live with you when sitting or 

standing. 

Socialize your COVID-19 safety precautions 

• Since we want to ensure our whole community is aware of our safety precautions, 

please help us by sharing this information with your friends, staff, and fellow students. 

We share this information regularly through our newsletter, bulletins, and social media 

channels. Please bring this up with your family and friends and follow our safety 

precautions. 

• Please let us know if you’ve had a positive COVID-19 test and have been in our building. 

When this happens, we’ll contact everyone who was in our building that day and 

encourage everyone to get tested or stay at home to reduce virus transmission in our 

services. There is no shame in testing positive for COVID-19. We all need to work 

together to slow the spread of COVID-19. 

Vaccine Readiness/Confidence 

Safety 

• The COVID-19 vaccines have undergone the most intensive vaccine safety monitoring in 

U.S. history. 

• Medical studies have shown that the vaccines are safe and that they work. 

• The FDA authorized the COVID-19 vaccines for the public only after tens of thousands 

of volunteers took them safely during medical studies. The FDA carefully reviewed the 

vaccines for safety and authorized them because the expected benefits outweigh 

potential risks. 

• Since becoming available, tens of millions of people have safely received a vaccine.  

• The COVID-19 vaccines continue to be closely monitored for safety and effectiveness. 

Content last reviewed: May 25, 2021 
 



 

HBCU Talking Points 3 

Effectiveness  

• Studies show that the vaccines are effective at keeping you from getting COVID-19, 

teaching your immune system how to recognize and fight the virus. 

• The COVID-19 vaccines are highly effective at keeping you from getting seriously ill 

even if you do get the virus. 

An important tool in stopping the pandemic  

• The vaccines are just one of the tools we have to fight the virus. 

• We still need to wear a mask when we’re inside public spaces, stay at least 6 feet apart 

from people who don’t live with us and who may not be vaccinated, and avoid crowds 

until we’re fully vaccinated (2 weeks after our final dose).  

• Getting vaccinated yourself may also protect people around you, especially people at 

increased risk for severe COVID-19. 

• If you get COVID-19, there can be long-term health issues after recovery. We still don’t 

know if you can get COVID-19 again, or how long you might be protected from 

reinfection. 

Keeping Connected  

• Let’s reach out and support students and staff who choose not to be physically present 

in our buildings during these trying times.  

• Remember you can safely connect via text, calls, and video.  

• Our college community is here to support you emotionally, socially, and spiritually. Don’t 

hesitate to reach out to us and those you know who are alone or isolated to avoid getting 

COVID-19.  

• If you have questions regarding COVID-19, preventive measures, or the vaccines, 

please let us know. We can ensure you have the most recent fact and science-based 

information. Go to cdc.gov/coronavirus or your local public health department’s website. 

Safety Is the Top Priority 

The FDA and CDC have the highest standards when it comes to ensuring the safety and 

effectiveness of vaccines. Their process includes the following procedures: 

 Scientists must first test vaccines extensively in medical studies to ensure they are safe and 

effective. 

 Before the FDA authorizes a vaccine for use among the public, it ensures its safety by 

independently: 

• Reviewing the data from the medical studies, and 

• Inspecting the manufacturing facilities. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/healthdirectories/healthdepartments.html
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 Even after a vaccine has been authorized, the FDA and CDC closely monitor vaccine 

administration to identify even rare side effects or reactions. 

 The FDA and CDC closely review any reports of side effects or reactions and share these 

facts with the public. 

The extremely rare cases of blood clotting following Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine—

just a small number of cases out of millions of vaccinations—show that the FDA and CDC’s 

vaccine safety monitoring systems work and catch even the rarest of reactions. 

A thorough investigation has confirmed that Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine is safe and 

effective. 

And doctors have been notified and trained to understand the signs to watch for and the proper 

course of treatment if blood clots occur. 
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