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Talking Points 

For Black/African American Community & Civic Organization 

Leaders  

Caring for Our Civic-Minded Community 

• It’s easy to feel helpless during these times, but there are precautions that we can all 

take to help keep ourselves and our civic communities healthy. We can get vaccinated 

as soon as we can. And until we’re fully vaccinated (2 weeks after your final dose), we 

can wear our masks when we’re inside public places and maintain at least 6 feet of 

distance from people who don’t live with us and who may not be vaccinated. 

• Civic leadership is here to support our community, staff, and the general public with 

information and guidance during these unprecedented times. Don’t hesitate to reach out 

to us, as well as to others you know who are alone or may feel isolated while attempting 

to prevent getting COVID-19. 

General Considerations 

• Our community wants to ensure that during this pandemic, we take as many preventive 

and protective measures as possible for all of us to stay healthy and to slow the spread 

of COVID-19.  

• We need to regularly communicate with state and local authorities to determine current 

policies and procedures and follow any recommendations we deem appropriate for our 

civic and volunteer communities. 

• Because of the pandemic, we recommend any member of our community who is feeling 

ill, has a cough, a fever, is experiencing any other symptoms of infection, or who was 

been exposed to someone with COVID-19, to please stay home except to get medical 

care. 

Conversations in the Community 

People have many questions around COVID-19 in our community, and it’s important to be able 

to share accurate information. Here are some talking points based on facts and insights from 

CDC. 
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Promote healthy practices 

• Since people can spread the virus before they know they’re sick, until we’re fully 

vaccinated we’ll all wear masks and stay 6 feet apart from people who don’t live with us 

and who may not be vaccinated when we’re inside public places. 

• We’ve taken steps to reduce the number of people congregating inside our buildings at 

the same time. We’ve created additional options for volunteering and civic engagement, 

including online options (fill in here what other options you have put in place for this). 

• We’re also increasing our cleaning procedures and are focusing on disinfecting surfaces 

in high-traffic areas for the benefit of us all. In addition, when possible, we’ll open 

windows to increase indoor air ventilation. 

• Vaccines are here now. But this is no time to let down your guard. Stopping a pandemic 

requires using all the tools available to us. Getting vaccinated and following CDC’s 

recommendations to protect yourself and others offer the best protection. 

Socialize your COVID-19 protocols 

• Since we want to ensure our whole community is aware of our safety protocols, please 

help us by sharing this information with your staff, members, and visitors. We share this 

information regularly through our newsletter, bulletins, and social media channels. 

Please bring this up with your family and friends and follow our protocols. 

• Please let us know if you’ve had a positive COVID-19 test and have been in our building. 

When this happens, we’ll contact everyone who was in our building that day and 

encourage everyone to get tested or stay home to reduce virus transmission in our 

services. There’s no shame if you test positive. We all need to work together to slow the 

spread of COVID-19. 

Vaccine Readiness/Confidence 

Safety 

• The COVID-19 vaccines have undergone the most intensive vaccine safety monitoring in 

U.S. history.  

• Medical studies have shown that the vaccines are safe and that they work. 

• COVID-19 vaccines were authorized for the public after tens of thousands of volunteers 

took them safely during medical studies. Millions of people have already taken the 

vaccines.  

• COVID-19 vaccines are continuously monitored for safety and efficacy. 

Effectiveness 

• Studies show that the vaccines are effective at keeping you from getting COVID-19, 

teaching your immune system how to recognize and fight the virus. 
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• The vaccines are very effective in preventing COVID-related severe illness, 

hospitalization, and death even if you get COVID-19. 

Emergency authorization 

• The FDA carefully reviewed the vaccines for safety and authorized them because the 

expected benefits outweigh potential risks. 

 

An important tool in stopping the pandemic 

• The vaccines are just one of the tools we have to fight the virus. They work with your 

immune system so it’ll be ready to fight the virus if you’re exposed. 

• Until you're fully vaccinated, you need to wear a mask inside public places, stay at least 

6 feet apart from people who don't live with you and who may not be vaccinated, avoid 

crowds, and wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or 

use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol when soap and water aren't available. 

• Getting vaccinated yourself may also protect people around you, especially people at 

increased risk for severe COVID-19. 

• If you do get COVID-19, there can be long-term health issues after recovery. We still 

don’t know if you can get COVID-19 again or how long you might be protected from 

reinfection.  

• Vaccines are here now and everyone age 12 and older in the United States can get 

them. You have three ways to find vaccines near you:  

o Go to vaccines.gov  

o Text your ZIP code to 438829  

o Call 1-800-232-0233  

Keeping Connected 

• Let’s reach out and support our community who choose not to be physically present in 

our building during these trying times.  

• Remember you can safely connect via text, calls, and video chats.  

• We’re here to support you emotionally, socially, and spiritually. Don’t hesitate to reach 

out to us and those you know who are alone or isolating to prevent getting the virus.  

• If you have questions regarding COVID-19, the preventive measures, or the vaccines, 

please let us know, and we can ensure you have the most recent fact and science-

based information. Go to cdc.gov/coronavirus or your local public health department’s 

website. 

https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://cdc.gov/coronavirus
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